A bronchoscopic oddity: nodular tracheobronchial amyloidosis.
Tracheobronchial amyloidosis is a rare disorder of unknown cause associated with the extracellular deposition of amyloid protein in a characteristic spatial structure of β-sheet fibrils assembled into bundles. We present a case that represents the nodular form of tracheobronchial amyloidosis, which is the least common form of pulmonary amyloidosis with less than 20 cases reported so far. Patients with tracheobronchial amyloidosis may present with symptoms of dyspnea, localized wheezing, cough, hemoptysis, or recurrent pneumonias. The mainstay of the therapy is debridement of the symptomatic luminal obstruction with neodymium-doped yttrium aluminium garnet laser therapy. Other treatment strategies include airway stenting, external beam radiation therapy, bypass tracheostomy, or open surgical resection.